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Cistercian Preparatory School
Extracurricular Outing and Trip Policy

While not essential aspects of a Cistercian education, many extracurricular opportunities for academics, athletics, and personal enrichment are natural outgrowths of the Cistercian curriculum. These opportunities may entail local travel, travel within the United States or travel abroad. As students reach the proper levels of academic and personal maturity, a chance for them to travel abroad to study language, art or history or even to perform community service can add new dimensions and excitement to the students’ classroom education. Academic enrichment through extracurricular competition may similarly enhance classroom learning. Athletic camps during the off-season can be a source of improved skill and team unity. The School does not necessarily provide regular opportunities for such activities. Rather, the Headmaster approves the initiative of the faculty, coaching staff and Form Masters to organize an extracurricular outing for their students. The faculty, staff and Form Masters may employ outside agencies to help arrange for the travel, accommodations or activities during the trip.  Even so, all outings and trips organized by Cistercian faculty and promoted within the Cistercian community are considered official Cistercian activities. Thus, while on these trips, students are bound by the same code of conduct and discipline as when on campus or at any official Cistercian function. The Cistercian faculty members charged with the organization and supervision of the students during a trip have the responsibility and authority to administer any and all appropriate disciplinary measures. In serious cases the supervisors may elect to send a student home at his parents’ expense. 

Cistercian’s basic assumption is that the parents entrust their sons to the School for the activities and events that are part of the regular school program during the nine months of the school year. As part of their contract, parents sign a general release allowing their sons to participate in extracurricular day and overnight outings that are part of the regular program, such as trips to a museum, class outings, and overnight outings for athletics, Quiz Bowl or math contests. No special parental release is necessary for such events during the school year.

Parents have not signed a release for activities during the summer. When a teacher wishes to organize an outing or trip during the summer, he or she must seek the permission of the Headmaster, arrange for transportation and inform the parents in an appropriate manner. Special releases must be obtained for extracurricular activities offered during the summer.  
The School’s Rules and Regulations apply during all extracurricular outings and trips. Sponsors may add special rules applicable to a particular outing. Sponsors may set special conditions for participation in an outing or trip, such as academic grade, conduct, or other criteria. The School may withdraw students from an outing or extracurricular trip for serious misconduct or for academic reasons. Moneys already paid may be forfeited if they cannot be refunded. A student may be sent home at the parents’ expense for serious misbehavior during an extracurricular trip.
