The three dimensions
of Christ’s Coming

The Season of Advent, four weeks preceding
Christmas, explores the meaning of the coming of
Christ in three dimensions: his first coming at his birth
in the flesh, his second coming at the close of history,
and his daily coming through his grace. The first com-
ing took place at one single time and one single place,
at Christmas night in Bethlehem; the second will hap-
pen at the end of the time and over all places at the last
judgmient; while his coming in grace is happening at
all times and all places whenever God’s grace touches
us. The first coming was in poverty and humility, the
final coming will be in power and glory, his coming in
grace takes place in the hidden realm of our con-
science and freedom. The first was prepared by the
whole history of the Old Testament, the last one .is
being prepared by the history of the Church, his com-
ing in grace gives meaning to our personal history and
inserts each one of us into the history of salvation.
Because of these three dimensions Advent is like a
kaleidoscope. It keeps on reflecting, for every person
who cares to look, the many meanings of Christmas in
ever new ways, in always changing configurations.

Advent is a period of penance. By Christ’s
coming to us in grace we seek a renewal of life so that
He may be born to us and in us. Advent is also a peri-
od of joy, for it is loaded with gifts of everlasting
value. Therefore for our souls Advent is eminently a
season for shopping: we are getting ready for the main
event of Christmas, an exchange of gifts with the
heavenly Father. He sends us his only Son to become
a member of the human race, and we, in response, sur-
render to Him our lives.

Advent has three leaders. They are Isaiah,
John the Baptist and the Virgin Mary. Isaiah
announces the messianic coming and its joyful
promises. He tells the heavens “to drop down their
dew” and foretells the coming of Emmanuel. John the
Baptist calls to conversion, penance and renewal, “for
the Kingdom of God is near.” The Virgin Mary teach-
es the art of responding to grace as she responds in
humble acceptance to the angel’s message at the
annunciation: “I am the Lord’s handmaid; let it be to
me according to your word.”

SRR\
W

In Advent the color of the vestments is purple,
for every day is a day of penance. Yet at mass the
Alleluia verse is not suppressed, as it is in Lent. Rather
because of the joy of anticipation, St. Paul is quoted
repeatedly: “Rejoice in the Lord always, I tell you
again: rejoice” (Phil 4:4). A wreath of evergreen with
four candles is used for decoration. The candles signi-
fy the four Sundays of Advent, three are purple and
one is pink, because the third Sunday of Advent is that
of the Rose. “Behold a Rose is blooming,”—says an
Advent hymn in reference to the “flower of Jesse,”
promised by Isaiah. In the middle of the four candles
stands a fifth, a white one, signifying Christ whose
coming crowns the season.

The secular business tumult, the loud, laugh-
ter-filled Christmas parties, the warm and intimate
family reunions, the exuberance of children and the
nostalgia of the elderly are only peripheral ornaments
that surround the festivities. As the calendar year runs
out and we leave behind forever the year of 1997, we
turn our back to the past and celebrate the constant
novelty of Christ’s continued coming. The face of the
Child in the manger is ever new if we are ready to face
our future and the call it entails. If we leave behind
what is evil, the Lord will come to forgive and
redeem; if we seek his presence, we will experience
his arrival in hundreds of ways; if we accept his call,
he will assure that we accomplish what we were cre-
ated for.
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NEWS FROM THE MONASTERY...

Court-yard renewal

Ever since the three wings of the
Abbey were built, there was an unfinished
courtyard in the form of a rectangular lawn
with two pecan trees, each by now in its
40th year of age. When the church closed
up the monastic cloister, the need of land-
scaping the courtyard became even more
obvious. With a sprinkling system installed
and the drainage organized, plants, trees,
bushes, a fountain and some furniture were
introduced. Some thought that we now had
a “low-maintenance” garden, others began
to pull weeds. However, the weeds did bet-
ter than the roses. Then came the year of
1997 with three novices: Brs. Patrick,
Gabriel and Ambrose. They did a great
| deal for turning around the status of -the
courtyard. With the end of their novitiate
and their return to college studies
approaching, they designed a truly low-
maintenance solution. They expanded the
number of trees and bushes, but drastically
reduced the ground cover. Over substantial
areas they laid down a felt screen and
spread over it a thick layer of rocks. The
rest of the ground will be covered with buf-
falo grass. They also transplanted some

Fr. Aloysius in hospital Bearded Iris that will add to the color and
beauty of the areas not covered with rock,

On October 7, 1997, Fr. Aloysius entered which was chosen to match the stone of the

Irving Community Hospital. On October 14, he church. On December 6, several Cistercian
underwent surgery with a fourfold by-pass and had a Upper School students (including Steven
string of complications that have so far prevented Yelderman, Jonathan Purcell, Brian
him from recovering. An operation of the colon was Price and Allen Wan) joined the brothers
a major help in his battling infection but his condi- for spreading the rocks. The project is, of

tion remains unstable. We are very grateful for the
prayers and visits that helped him battling so many
illnesses in the last two months.

course, not finished as yet, and who knows
how much more help this low-maintenance
garden will demand.
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